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Serving Seasons   

 

1 Samuel 16:11-13 (NLT) Then Samuel asked, “Are these all the sons you have?” “There is still the youngest,” Jesse 

replied. “But he’s out in the fields watching the sheep and goats.” “Send for him at once,” Samuel said. “We will not sit 

down to eat until he arrives.” 12 So Jesse sent for him. He was dark and handsome, with beautiful eyes. And the Lord said, 

“This is the one; anoint him.” 13 So as David stood there among his brothers, Samuel took the flask of olive oil he had 

brought and anointed David with the oil. And the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David from that day on. Then 

Samuel returned to Ramah.   

 

1 Samuel 17:15, 17-20 (NLT) 15 … but David went back and forth so he could help his father with the sheep in 

Bethlehem. 
17 One day Jesse said to David, “Take this basket of roasted grain and these ten loaves of bread, and carry them quickly to 

your brothers. 18 And give these ten cuts of cheese to their captain. See how your brothers are getting along, and bring 

back a report on how they are doing.” 19 David’s brothers were with Saul and the Israelite army at the valley of Elah, 

fighting against the Philistines. 20 So David left the sheep with another shepherd and set out early the next morning with 

the gifts, as Jesse had directed him. He arrived at the camp just as the Israelite army was leaving for the battlefield with 

shouts and battle cries. 

 

✔​Serving seasons can feel like being overlooked but God uses them to reveal 

how we steward what is in our hands while we trust Him with what He put 

over our lives. 
 

Three Ways To Steward A Serving Season: 
 

1.​Honor the field. 
 

1 Samuel 16:11 (NLT) Then Samuel asked, “Are these all the sons you have?” “There is still the youngest,” Jesse replied. 

“But he’s out in the fields watching the sheep and goats.” “Send for him at once,” Samuel said. “We will not sit down to 

eat until he arrives.”  

 

Zechariah 4:10 (NLT) Do not despise these small beginnings, for the Lord rejoices to see the work begin, to see the plumb 

line in Zerubbabel’s hand.” (The seven lamps represent the eyes of the Lord that search all around the world). 

 

2.​Carry the lunch.  
 

1 Samuel 17:17 (NLT) One day Jesse said to David, “Take this basket of roasted grain and these ten loaves of bread, and 

carry them quickly to your brothers.  

 

Luke 16:10 (NLT) “If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large ones. But if you are dishonest in little 

things, you won’t be honest with greater responsibilities. 
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…continued 

 
Galatians 6:9 (NLT) So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if 

we don’t give up. 

 

3.​Don’t let the assignment offend you. 
 

1 Samuel 17:28 (NLT) But when David’s oldest brother, Eliab, heard David talking to the men, he was angry. “What are 

you doing around here anyway?” he demanded. “What about those few sheep you’re supposed to be taking care of? I 

know about your pride and deceit. You just want to see the battle!” 

 

Colossians 3:23-24 (NLT) Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for 

people. 24 Remember that the Lord will give you an inheritance as your reward, and that the Master you are serving is 

Christ. 

 

Hebrews 6:10 (NLT) For God is not unjust. He will not forget how hard you have worked for him and how you have shown 

your love to him by caring for other believers, as you still do. 

 


