
How To Promote A Revival
Taken from Charles G. Finney's Lectures on Revivals of Religion

Text: "Break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the Lord, till he come and rain
righteousness upon you" (Hosea 10:12).

The Jews were a nation of farmers, and the Scriptures refer for illustration to their
occupation. The prophet Hosea addresses them as a nation of backsliders, reproves
them for their idolatry, and threatens them with the judgments of God. A revival consists
of two parts; as it respects the Church, and as it respects the ungodly. I shall speak of a
revival in the Church. Fallow ground is ground which has once been tilled, but which
now lies waste and needs to be broken up and mellowed before it is suited to receive
grain.

1. What is it to break up the fallow ground?

To break up the fallow ground is to break up your hearts--to prepare your minds to bring
forth fruit unto God. Sometimes your hearts get matted down hard and dry. It is a
softening of the heart, so as to make it feel the truth, which the prophet calls breaking
up your fallow ground.

 

II. How is the fallow ground to be broken up?

If you wish to break up the fallow ground of your hearts, you must go to work just as you
would on any other subject. You must begin by looking at your hearts, by examining and
noting the state of your minds, to see where you are. Your sins were committed one by
one. They ought to be reviewed and repented of one by one.

A. Take up first what are commonly, but improperly, called your sins of OMISSION.

1. Ingratitude. Write down all the instances you can remember when you received
favors from God for which you have never exercised gratitude.

2. Want of love to God. Think how grieved and alarmed you would be if you
discovered any flagging of affection for you in your wife, husband, or children.
Remember that God styles Himself as a jealous God.

3. Neglect of the Bible. Do you pay so little regard to it as not to remember what
you have read?
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4. Unbelief. If you have not believed nor expected to receive the blessing which
God has expressly promised, you have charged Him with lying.

5. Neglect of prayer. Times when you have omitted secret prayer, family prayer,
and prayer meetings.

6. Neglect of the means of grace. When you have suffered trifling excuses to
prevent you attending meetings--a disrelish of spiritual duties.

7. The worldly frame of mind in which you have performed these duties.

8. Want of love for the souls of your fellow men. How many days have there been
in which you did not make their condition the subject of a single fervent prayer,
or even an ardent desire for their salvation.

9. Neglect of family duties.

10. Neglect of social duties.

11. Neglect of watchfulness over your own life.

12. Neglect of watchfulness over your brethren. How many times have you seen
them growing cold in religion, and have not spoken to them about it?

13. Neglect of self-denial--never denied yourself for Christ and the gospel.

B. From these we now turn to sins of COMMISSION

1. Worldly-mindedness.

2. Pride. Would you take all these pains about your looks if everybody were blind?

3. Envy.

4. Censoriousness. A bitter spirit, devoid of charity and love.

5. Slander. Telling the truth with the design to injure.

6. Levity. Trifling before God as you would not trifle before earthly sovereigns.

7. Lying. Any species of designed deception.

8. Cheating.

9. Hypocrisy. Confessing sins when you as much expect to repeat them as you
expect to live.
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10. Robbing God. Wasting time, squandering money on your lusts. Think of a
professor of religion using God's money to poison himself with tobacco or rum.

11. Bad temper.

12. Hindering others from being useful.

Go thoroughly to work in all this. In breaking up your fallow ground you must remove all
obstructions. Drive the plow right through them. If your mind is still dark, you will find
there is some reason for the Spirit of God to depart from you.

3


