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Cultivation

✔To be fruitful we need to start with the

condition of our heart.

Mark 4:13-20 (NIV) Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t you understand this

parable? How then will you understand any parable? 14 The farmer sows the

word. 15 Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown.

As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was

sown in them. 16 Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and

at once receive it with joy. 17 But since they have no root, they last only a

short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they

quickly fall away. 18 Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the

word; 19 but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the

desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it

unfruitful. 20 Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it,

and produce a crop—some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times what

was sown.”

Luke 8:11-15 (NIV) “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word

of God. 12 Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil

comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not

believe and be saved. 13 Those on the rocky ground are the ones who receive

the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for

a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. 14 The seed that fell among

thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are

choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15 But

the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who

hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.

Part 2 – Cultivation
…continued

✔A heart must be cultivated to be fruitful.

Four Conditions of the Heart:

✔A hard heart is the result of self-deception.

James 1:22 (NIV) Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive

yourselves. Do what it says.

✔A stony heart is carrying ballast that causes

them to quit.

Mark 4:17 (KJV) And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a

time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake,

immediately they are offended.

✔A thorny heart has mistaken priorities.

Luke 21:34 (AMPC) But take heed to yourselves and be on your guard, lest

your hearts be overburdened and depressed (weighed down) with the

giddiness and headache and nausea of self-indulgence, drunkenness, and

worldly worries and cares pertaining to [the business of] this life, and [lest]

that day come upon you suddenly like a trap or a noose;

✔A good heart is hungry and submissive.

Mark 4:24 (AMPC) And He said to them, Be careful what you are hearing.

The measure [of thought and study] you give [to the truth you hear] will be



the measure [of virtue and knowledge] that comes back to you—and more

[besides] will be given to you who hear.


