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Is This Really the Plan?

Luke 2:4-7 (NIV) So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in

Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to

the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was

pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were

there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her

firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger,

because there was no guest room available for them.

Christmas Teaches:

✔When things don’t go necessarily as planned,

God is still at work accomplishing His purposes.

Isaiah 55:8-9 (NIV) “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your

ways my ways,” declares the LORD. 9 “As the heavens are higher than the

earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your

thoughts.”

Philippians 1:12-14 (NIV) Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that

what has happened to me has actually served to advance the gospel. 13 As a

result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to

everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 14 And because of my chains,

most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the Lord and dare

all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear.

Part 2 – Is This Really the Plan?
…continued

Philippians 2:3-8 (NIV) Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.

Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own

interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 5 In your

relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God

something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself

nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human

likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by

becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross!

1 Peter 5:5-6 (NIV) In the same way, you who are younger, submit

yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward

one another, because, “God opposes the proud but shows favor to the

humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he

may lift you up in due time.

✔God can take any situation or circumstance and

turn it for His glory.

✔We can be assured of God’s love for us because

He gave up everything so we would know just

how much He does!


